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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS 

VOL. 30 APRIL 16, 1915 No. 16 

THE PANAMA-PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION. 

ITS SANITARY SUPERVISION BY THE UNITED STATES PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE. 

Senior Surgeon C. C. Pierce of the United States Public Health 
Service, who is in charge of the sanitary supervision of the Panama- 
Pacific International Exposition, reports that under his direction a 
census has been taken of all employees living within the exposition 
grounds and a sanitary survey made of the grounds and buildings. 

In the grounds there are 199 premises and 401 employees under 
sanitary supervision. This is exclusive of the exposition guard and 
employees of State buildings. By March 31 most of the employees 
on the grounds had been inoculated with antityphoid vaccine. 

The exposition authorities have installed a complete plant for 
pumping ground water into wooden reservoirs constructed above 
the surface of the ground. From these reservoirs the water passes 
through a sand filter and after filtration is treated with liquid chlo- 
rine. The water is then pumped to a reservoir from which it is dis- 
tributed to all parts of the grounds. The water plant is expected to 
furnish between 1,500,000 and 2,000,000 gallons of water per day. 

The employees within the grounds are kept under careful super- 
vision and any cases of communicable diseases which develop are 
immediately isolated. 

Precautions are being taken to prevent the breeding of flies or the 
accumulation of stable refuse or other material in which flies lay 
their eggs. Such materials are treated with a mixture of carbolic 
acid, rosin, and caustic soda for the purpose of killing fly larvse and 
they are removed at short intervals. Restaurants and other places 
where garbage is likely to collect are provided with metal garbage 
cans with tight fitting covers. These are taken away every night, 
the contents incinerated and the cans disinfected by steam and 
returned. 

Distributed throughout the grounds are both free and pay toilets. 
Especial attention is being given to their cleanliness and their mainte- 
nance in a sanitary condition. There are displayed in these toilets 
small placards relative to the prevention and cure of venereal 
diseases. 

Attention is being given also to the food sold on the grounds, for 
the purpose of ascertaining that all food sold is wholesome and is 
handled only by persons free from tuberculosis and venereal diseases. 
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